POLICY: 5090
Page 1
GRADUATION: DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES

The Loudoun County School Board awards diplomas to secondary school students
who fulfill the requirements established by the Code of Virginia and ratified by both the
Virginia Board of Education and the Loudoun County School Board.

Loudoun County Public Schools may award the following diplomas or certificates:

A. The Advanced Studies Diploma shall be awarded to those students who satisfy all
graduation requirements approved by the Virginia Board of Education.

B. The Standard Diploma shall be awarded to those students who satisfy all graduation
requirements approved by the Virginia Board of Education.

C. The Applied Studies Diploma shall be awarded to certain students with disabilities
who satisfy the criteria established by the Virginia Board of Education and successfully
complete their Individualized Education Program (IEPs) but do not meet the requirements
for a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma.

D. A Certificate of Program Completion is available to students who successfully
complete programs of study approved by the Virginia Board of Education but who do not
qualify for a diploma. Such certificates shall bear the inscription "In recognition of partial
fulfillment of graduation requirements” on the face of the certificate.

E. A high school equivalency or General Educational Development (GED) credit is
available to students or adults who complete all GED requirements but do not meet the
criteria for diplomas or certificates.
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