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ADULT EDUCATION 

 

The Adult Education Program provides lifelong educational opportunities and support 
services to all adults, 18 years and older, who are not enrolled in a regular 
public school program. The Adult Education Program addresses the unique and 
evolving needs of individuals and communities by providing adults with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to participate effectively as productive citizens, 
workers, and family members. 
 
A. Young Adult English Learners Program (YAE). The Young Adult English 
Learners (YAE) Program services incoming English Learner adult students ages 18-
21 (identified as eligible for English Language services) who will not meet graduation 
requirements by the age of 21 but who desire an English Language development 
program that supports transition to the Adult High School or to the General 
Educational Development (GED) Preparatory Program. Tuition is free up to the age of 
21. 
 
B. Adult Basic Education (ABE). The Adult Basic Education (ABE) Program 
provides basic skills instruction for adult students whose math and reading skills have 
been assessed below the GED® readiness level. The primary objective is to help adult 
students who are working below the 9th grade level to improve their skills in reading, 
writing, mathematics, language acquisition, and other basic skills and transition to the 
GED®

 Program. An assessment is given at registration to determine proper class 
placement. A fee is charged for tuition and assessment. 

 
C. General Educational Development (GED)® Preparation. The GED® Program 
provides classes designed to prepare adult students for the GED® high school 
equivalency exam. The preparatory classes prepare adult students for the four subject 
area tests of the GED® : Reasoning through Language Arts, Mathematical Reasoning, 
Science, and Social Science. An assessment is given at registration to determine 
proper class placement. A fee is charged for tuition and assessment. 

 
D. English Learners (EL). The English Learners (EL) Program provides classes 
from beginner literacy levels to highly advanced levels for adult, non-native English 
speakers. The classes are designed to help adult students develop and improve 
speaking, listening, reading, writing, and grammar skills to communicate effectively in 
English and be successful in the workplace and postsecondary education and training. 
An assessment is given at registration to determine proper class placement. A fee is 
charged for tuition and assessment. 
 
E. Adult High School (AHS). The Adult High School (AHS) Program provides an 
opportunity to adult students who are no longer enrolled in public education to 
complete the required coursework (6 credits or less) to earn a high school diploma.  
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Upon completing the state requirements, the student receives a Standard High 
School Diploma. A fee is charged for tuition.  
 

F. General Adult Education (GAE). The General Adult Education (GAE) Program 
offers enrichment classes for adults, 18 years and older, who are looking to broaden 
their horizons and learn a new hobby or skill. A fee is charged for tuition. 
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Leg Ref: Va. Code §§22.1-223, 22.1-225 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacodefull/title22.1/chapter13/article3/#:~:text=%C2%A7%2022.1%2D223.&text=%22Credit%20program%22%20means%20a%20program,for%20a%20high%20school%20diploma.
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter13/section22.1-225/

