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REPORTING OF STUDENT CONDUCT 
 

 Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) is committed to providing every student 

enrolled a quality education in an environment that is safe and supportive for teaching and 

learning. This section addresses incidents that must be reported by LCPS to law 

enforcement, the School Board, and the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE); and 

what offenses committed by students must be reported by law enforcement to the 

Superintendent, the principal, or their designees per Virginia Code § 22.1-279.3:1. 

 
A. Reporting of Incidents by School Principals.  The principal or designee of each 
school collects and maintains information on the listed acts below which occur on school 
property, on a school bus, or at a school-sponsored activity. Reports shall be made to the 
Superintendent or designee on all incidents involving: 
 

1. Alcohol, marijuana, a controlled substance, an imitation controlled 
substance, or an anabolic steroid on a school bus, on school property, or at a school-
sponsored activity, including the theft or attempted theft of student prescription medication;  
 

2. Assault and battery that results in bodily injury, sexual assault, death, 
shooting, stabbing, cutting, or wounding of any person, abduction of any person, as 
described in § 18.2-47 or 18.2-48, or stalking of any person, as described in §18.2-60.3, 
on a school bus, on school property, or at a school-sponsored activity;  
 

3. Any threats against school personnel while on a school bus, on school 
property, or at a school-sponsored activity;  
 

4. The illegal carrying of a firearm, as defined in §22.1-277.07 onto school 
property;  
 

5. Any illegal conduct involving firebombs, explosive materials or devices, or 
hoax explosive devices, as defined in §18.2-85, or explosive or incendiary devices, as 
defined in §18.2-433.1, or chemical bombs, as described in §18.2-87.1, on a school bus, 
on school property, or at a school-sponsored activity; or  
 

6. Any threats or false threats to bomb, as described in §18.2-83, made against 
school personnel or involving school property or school buses; or  
 

7. The arrest of any student for an incident occurring on a school bus, on 
school property, or at a school-sponsored activity, including the charges, therefore. 
 
B. Reports to Law Enforcement.  Except as may otherwise be required by federal law, 
regulation, or jurisprudence, each principal: 
 

1. Shall immediately report to the local law-enforcement agency any incident 
described in subsection (A)(1) that may constitute a felony offense; 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter14/section22.1-279.3:1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-47/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-48/
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+18.2-60.3
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-277.07/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-85/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-433.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-87.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/18.2-83/
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2. Shall immediately report to the local law-enforcement agency any incident 
described in subsections (A)(1) through (7), except that a principal is not required to but 
may report to the local law-enforcement agency any incident described in subsection (A)(3) 
committed by a student who has a disability; 

3. May report to the local law-enforcement agency any other incident described 
in section A that is not required to be reported pursuant to subsection (1) or (2); and 

4. Shall immediately report any act enumerated in subsections (A)(1) through (7) 
that may constitute a criminal offense to the parents of any minor student who is the 
specific object of such act. Further, the principal shall report whether the incident has been 
reported to local law-enforcement pursuant to this subsection and, if the incident has been 
so reported, that the parents may contact local law-enforcement for further information, if 
they so desire. 
 

The principal or principal’s designee reports all incidents required to be reported pursuant 
to section A of this policy to the Superintendent. The Superintendent annually reports all 
such incidents to the VDOE for the purpose of recording the frequency of such incidents on 
forms that are provided by the VDOE and makes such information available to the public.  

 
In submitting reports of such incidents, principals and the Superintendent should accurately 
indicate any offenses, arrests, or charges as recorded by law-enforcement authorities and 
required to be reported by such authorities pursuant to subsection (I)(B) of this policy. 

 
Nothing in this policy shall require delinquency charges to be filed or prevent schools from 
dealing with school-based offenses through graduated sanctions or educational 
programming before a delinquency charge is filed with the juvenile court. 
 
Whenever any student commits any reportable incident as set forth in this policy, such 
student shall be required to participate in such prevention and intervention activities as 
deemed appropriate by the Superintendent or designee. 

 
C. Reports by Law Enforcement to School Principal.  Notwithstanding the provisions of 
Article 12 (§ 16.1-299 et seq.) of Chapter 11 of Title 16.1, local law-enforcement authorities 
shall report and the Superintendent, principal, or their respective designees shall receive 
such reports on: 

 
1. Offenses, wherever committed, by students enrolled at the school if the 

offense would be a felony if committed by an adult; or 
 
2.  Would be a violation of the Drug Control Act (§54.1-3400 et seq.) and 

occurred on a school bus, on school property, or at a school-sponsored activity; or 
 
3. Would be an adult misdemeanor involving any incidents described in 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flaw.lis.virginia.gov%2Fvacode%2F16.1-299&data=05%7C01%7CDouglas.Fulton%40lcps.org%7C853814fb89f945bee2b208da68b52c0a%7C86750b0cee12463db28880f7b2b34689%7C0%7C0%7C637937424580356365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bkBSyVnv2fnyvm3vPrcHi2%2BvVyHF7ij6%2B2djPsOkWn8%3D&reserved=0
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3400/
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subsection A, and whether the student is released to the custody of their parent or, if 18 
years of age or more, is released on bond. 

 
4. As part of any report concerning an offense that would be an adult 

misdemeanor involving an incident described, local law-enforcement authorities and 
attorneys for the Commonwealth shall be authorized to disclose information regarding 
terms of release from detention, court dates, and terms of any disposition orders entered 
by the court, to the Superintendent, upon request by the Superintendent, if, in the 
determination of the law-enforcement authority or attorney for the Commonwealth, such 
disclosure would not jeopardize the investigation or prosecution of the case. No 
disclosures shall be made pursuant to this section in violation of the confidentiality 
provisions of subsection A of § 16.1-300 or the record retention and redisclosure 
provisions of § 22.1-288.2. Further, if the Superintendent receives notification that a 
juvenile has committed an act that would be a crime if committed by an adult pursuant to 
subsection G of § 16.1-260, they shall report such information to the principal of the school 
in which the juvenile is enrolled. 

 
5. In order to further memorialize the foregoing provisions of this section, the 

applicable Virginia Code provisions setting forth local law-enforcement authorities’ 
reporting requirements to school principals and the Superintendent should be incorporated 
by reference in future memoranda of understanding entered into between LCPS and local 
law enforcement, as if set forth fully therein. 

 
D.  Regular Reporting Requirements. 
 

1. Each principal or designee will collect and maintain information on the 
incidents set forth in section A, as well as those set forth in 8 VAC 20-560-10 (Reportable 
incidents), that occur on school property, on a school bus, or at a school-sponsored activity, 
and shall report the information semi-annually to the Superintendent on dates established 
by the Superintendent.  

 
2. The Superintendent will submit an aggregate report of such incidents to the 

VDOE on an annual basis for the purpose of recording the frequency of such incidents on 
forms that are provided by the VDOE and will make such information available to the 
public.  

 
3. In submitting reports of such incidents, principals and the Superintendent will 

accurately indicate any offenses, arrests, or charges as recorded by law-enforcement 
authorities and required to be reported by such authorities pursuant to section C above. 

 
4. The principal or designee shall also notify the parent of any student involved 

in an incident required by this policy to be reported, regardless of whether disciplinary 
action is taken against such student or the nature of the disciplinary action. Moreover, the 
principal or designee shall notify the parents of any student who violates a school board 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flaw.lis.virginia.gov%2Fvacode%2F16.1-300&data=05%7C01%7CDouglas.Fulton%40lcps.org%7C853814fb89f945bee2b208da68b52c0a%7C86750b0cee12463db28880f7b2b34689%7C0%7C0%7C637937424580512620%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X5YRjTKd23NOSjb4tUnKnQukjM2w2YMzJFGlZGLzGzA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flaw.lis.virginia.gov%2Fvacode%2F22.1-288.2&data=05%7C01%7CDouglas.Fulton%40lcps.org%7C853814fb89f945bee2b208da68b52c0a%7C86750b0cee12463db28880f7b2b34689%7C0%7C0%7C637937424580512620%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KtiED6VtYmqWOIyzp0ipQwZNk55ga7GUyItiYtiBVfQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flaw.lis.virginia.gov%2Fvacode%2F16.1-260&data=05%7C01%7CDouglas.Fulton%40lcps.org%7C853814fb89f945bee2b208da68b52c0a%7C86750b0cee12463db28880f7b2b34689%7C0%7C0%7C637937424580512620%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bHCAjv%2F8pO8P5yaTCnL9Yt%2BEv5XM5tRbu7PMlH4uyn4%3D&reserved=0
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter560/section10/
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policy or the compulsory school attendance requirements when such violation is likely to 
result in the student’s suspension or the filing of a court petition. Additionally, the principal 
or designee shall notify the parent of any student involved in an alleged incident of bullying 
within 24 hours of learning of the allegation of bullying. Such notice pursuant to this policy 
shall relate to only the relevant student’s involvement and shall not include information 
concerning other students.  

 
When preparing reports identified in D2 and 3 above, the Superintendent will prepare an 
aggregate report that identifies the number of these incidents that involve students with 
disabilities and will make such information available to the public. 

 
 
 
[Former Policy 8-38] 
Adopted:  10/22/02 
Revised:  10/14/03, 4/24/07, 9/27/11, 07/19/22, 2/28/23 
Current Revision:  10/24/2023 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Legal Refs:  Code of Virginia §§ 22.1-279.3, 22.1-279.6, 22.1-279.3:1, § 8 VAC 20-560-10 
 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter14/section22.1-279.3:1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter560/section10/

